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"An authoritative and compelling articulation of historical, 
political, legal, social, creative, and ubuntu-responsive 
conceptions and navigations of power, leadership, and 
empowerment by women of African descent." 

— Besi Brillian Muhonja, James Madison University 

 
"Carole Boyce Davies always escorts us across the geographical 
borders that routinely impede the development of global 
engagements with transformative ideas, especially theories and 
practices generated by Black women. This study of the politics 
of Black women’s leadership—in Africa, Europe, the 
Caribbean, as well as North and South America—is yet one 
more example, an impressive work for its unusual 
expansiveness and interdisciplinary grounding in such literary 
genres as memoir, autobiography, and political writing."  

— Angela Y. Davis, University of California, Santa Cruz 
 
"Boyce Davies challenges readers to reimagine the complexities 
of our engagements and entanglements with racist and 
patriarchal paradigms in various historical periods. Included are 
provocative interviews and rare portraits of powerful Black 
women—if maligned or neglected—including ‘alternative 
president’ Winnie Mandela (South Africa), Madame President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (Liberia), and Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm (U.S. presidential candidate)." 

— Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Women's Research & Resource 

Center at Spelman College 

 
"Carole Boyce Davies has proved again why she remains one of 
the most respected Black feminist literary theory scholars of her 
generation. She continues her quest in this volume by 
referencing the experiences of Black women in power through 
biographical and autobiographical reflections, speeches, and 
essays to reveal why the struggle for leadership and power for 
Black women still continues in the 21st century. This brilliant 
volume reaffirms Boyce Davies as an authority on the theory of 
radical transnational Black women and power." 

— Nana Ayebia Clarke, Ayebia Clarke Publishing Limited 
 
 
 
"Carole Boyce Davies gifts us with an intellectually satisfying, 
compelling, celebratory, yet critical encyclopedic work that 
dissects and reconstructs Black women’s leadership and 
occupation of varying polarities of power across Africa and its 
diasporas. She deploys an eclectic range of Black feminist 
analytical tools and frameworks while foregrounding pioneering 
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ABOUT THE BOOK 
This book studies the manifestation of leadership as 

expressed, narrativized, and represented by women 

of African descent. It uses the language of “rights” 

and “power” to assert that Black women find 

strategic alternatives to the male-dominated 

leadership status quo and are the leaders of the 

future. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Carole Boyce Davies, an endowed professor of 
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Cornell University, is a leading scholar of African 

Diaspora, Black feminist theories and literatures, 

and Black women's writings internationally. 
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